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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for an interactive media services system to provide a plurality of 
promotional media to a user through an interactive media services client device, said client device 
coupled to a programmable media services server device, sai<^ method comprising steps of: 

implementing an interactive media guide; 

implementing said client device to presentyfeaid interactive media guide to said user; 
providing a system operator with an interface to said programmable media services 
server; and 

providing control options within said interface to allow said system operator to 
command which of said plurality of promotional media is to be displayed in specific areas of 
said interactive media guide. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein saB&6ser can command said interactive media guide 
to request more information regarding a media title. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said system operator has the ability to configure said 
programmable media services server to display a specific type of promotional media in association 
with said request of said user, and to display ^aid specific type of promotional media in a specific 
format. 

4. The method of claim 3, yherein said specific type of promotional media comprises a 
trailer, a preview, and a still image. 

5. The method of clairry3, wherein said specific format of display comprises a 
segmented area of a catalog screen and a full screen display of said promotional media. 
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6. A method for an interactive media services system to provide a plurality of 
promotional media to a user through an interactive media servjces client device, said method 
comprising steps of: 

implementing said client device to tune to <5ne of a plurality of promotional channels; 
presenting said plurality of promotional media on said promotional channel; and 
accepting requests from said user to proceed to a purchase environment for one of 

said plurality of promotional media currer^y^jng displayed on one of said plurality of 

promotional channels. 

7. The method of claim 6, whereinysaid plurality of promotional media comprises an 
iterative sequence of trailers of a plurality of media. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein one of said plurality of promotional media comprises 
an iterative sequence of trailers of a plurality of media associated with a particular theme or genre. 
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9. A method for an interactive media services system to provide a plurality of 
promotional media to a user through an interactive media seryices client device, said method 
comprising steps of: 

implementing an interactive media guide{ 

implementing said client device to present said interactive media guide to said user; 
accepting requests from said user to/present more information regarding a media title; 

and 

enabling said interactive media Services system to provide one of said plurality of 
promotional media associated with sap media title requested. 

10. The method of claim 9 ? )fl^2ffe|H'said request of said user enables the user to view 
promotional media regarding said medi^T^rW interest in a segmented area of said interactive media 
guide. 

1 1 . The method of claim 10, wherein said promotional media is a preview presenting a 
small duration of a media stream/of said requested media title. 



12. The method pi claim 10, wherein said promotional media comprises a trailer of said 
requested media title. 
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13. A method for an interactive media services system to provide a plurality of 
promotional media to a user through an interactive media services cjient device, said method 
comprising steps of: 

implementing an interactive media guide; 
implementing said client device to presmt^said interactive media guide to said user; 
accepting requests from said utc&tfjSbj^sent a media described by said interactive 
media guide; 

enabling said interactive mediatrices system to insert said plurality of promotional 
media as a part of the progression ofanVntire session of said media requested. 




14. The method of claim/13, wherein said plurality of promotional media comprises a 
sequence of trailers. 

15. The method' of claim 13, wherein said plurality of promotional media comprises a 
sequence of trailers of other media in some way associated with said media requested. 
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16. A method for an interactive media services system t6 provide a plurality of 
promotional media for media not currently available to a user through an interactive media services 
client device, said client device coupled to a programmable mejfia services server device, said method 
comprising steps of: 

implementing a memory on said client device; 

implementing said client device to prese/it said plurality of promotional media for 
media not currently available; and 

accepting a request from said user to^record interest in one of said plurality of 
promotional media for media not currentlyra^ilable but currently being promoted. 

17. The method of claim 16, whepew^aid request can be stored in said memory on said 
client device and at a later time prompt saidyusep when said media of said request becomes available. 

18. The method of claim \6( wherein said request can be stored on said media services 
server and at a later time command sajd client device to prompt said user when said media of said 
request becomes available. 



19. The method of claim 16, wherein said request can be fully processed as a purchase for 
a future time when said mediaycurrently unavailable becomes available. 
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20. A method for an interactive media services system to provide a plurality of preview 
media to a user through an interactive media services client/device, said client device coupled to a 
programmable media services server device, said method/comprising steps of: 

providing a system operator with an ipterface to said programmable media services 

server; and 

providing control options interface to allow said system operator to dictate 

which of said plurality of preview nra^misaf^ailable to said user and the functionality 
available to the user before, during^ij^rter a preview. 



21 . The method of claim 20', wherein said system operator can configure the duration of 
said preview and whether interactive/fnedia system prompts said user to purchase media being 
previewed. 
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22. A method for an interactive media services system to provide a plurality of preview 
media to a user through an interactive media services/client device, said method comprising steps of: 
implementing an interactive^ES^guide to be presented to said user through said 
client device; 

accepting a request from satjfl ujjgfifto preview one of a plurality of preview media 

listed in said interactive media £^iidlj 

implementing said client device to present said plurality of preview media; and 
prompting said user4o purchase media associated with preview once the preview 

session has ended. 
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23. A method for an interactive media service^ system to provide a screen saver utility to 
a user through an interactive media services client devicp, said client device coupled to a 
programmable media services server device, said method comprising steps of: 

providing a system operator with ap interface to said programmable media services 
server; and 

providing control options j&iltfffTsaid interface to allow said system operator to dictate 
media to be presented in the scree ySkenutility, a plurality of parameters that result in 
activation of the screen saver utilirsLrako a procedure to be followed in exiting the screen 
saver utility. 

24. The method of clairp'23, wherein said plurality of parameters comprise a timeout 
value denoting how long a client device will display a non-variant screen before activating said screen 
saver utility. 




44 



Docket No. A-6594 




25. A method for an interactive media services system to provide a screen saver utility to 
a user through an interactive media services client de>/ice, said client device coupled to a 
programmable media services server device, said method comprising steps of: 

implementing said client device -to present an interactive media guide; and 
implementing said client device to activate a screen saver utility if said client device 
has presented a non-variant screen fo^longer than a plurality of configured parameters allow. 

26. The method of claim jSjS^WTOFein said plurality of parameters comprise a timeout 
value denoting how long a client devicfwffl^display a stop screen and a timeout value denoting how 
long a client device will display a non Ipu^ing screen of said interactive media guide. 



27. The method of claim 25, wherein activation of said screen saver utility results in 
tuning said client device to a promotional channel. 
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28. A method for an interactive media services system to provide a plurality of 
promotional media to a user through an interactive media services client device, said client device 
coupled to a programmable media services server device, said method comprising steps of: 

5 implementing an interactive media jguide to be presented to said user through said 

client device; 

implementing a broadcast file server (BFS); 

providing a system operator w/th an interface to said programmable media services 
server; and 

10 prompting said systemoperatpr to configure and modify said interactive media guide 

viewed by said user with saijKplSality of promotional media. 

29. The method of claim\18y^erein said plurality of promotional media could contain 
brand specific promotional media rele\jmt to a plurality of service providers of said media. 

I s / 

q 30. The method of claim 28, wherein said plurality of promotional media could contain 

=N advertisement media. 

* 31. The method of claim 28, wherein said plurality of promotional media are transmitted 

/ 

fgO over said media services system to said client device from a source location of said broadcast file 

server. 
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32. A method for an interactive media services iystem to provide a plurality of 
promotional media to a user through an interactive media Services client device, said client device 
coupled to a programmable media services server device/ said method comprising steps of: 

5 implementing an interactive media gui^le to be presented to said user through said 

client device; 

implementing an external data source; 
providing a means by which to access said programmable media services system 
applications externally; and / 
10 providing a means by which to configure and modify said interactive media guide 

viewed by said user with said plurality/of promotional media. 

33. The method of claim 32, wherein said plurality of promotional media are retrieved by 

=? / 

n said interactive media services system fmm/said,external data source and transmitted over said 

=jl5 interactive media services system to safp client device. 




34. The method of claim 3^^H^rein said external data source is a device that exists in 
the Internet and said plurality of promotional media is accessed by said interactive media services 
system per a Uniform Resource Locator (URL). 

35. The method of claim 32, wherein said means by which to access said media services 
system applications externally is a^et of Application Program Interfaces (APIs) through which 
control modules existing outside ^he interactive media services system can configure and modify said 
plurality of promotional media. 

36. The method of claim 32, wherein said means by which to configure and modify said 
interactive media guide viewed by said user with said plurality of promotional media is accessible to 
an application that provide/ constantly changing and updated said plurality of promotional media. 
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